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Mission 
Our mission is to enrich lives and build community by passing on skills and 
knowledge in classes that are hands-on, family-friendly, non-competitive,         

affordable, and connect people to the places they live. 



Letter from the Board President 
 

Dear Folk School Community, 

 

2018 was a very exciting year for us at The Folk School, with a lot of big changes! Change can be 

stressful, it can be trying, but it can also be an opportunity for growth and improvement. Those of us on 

The Folk School Board of Directors consider it a privilege and a profound responsibility to make sure 

that the classes, activities, demonstrations, and social gatherings that you all enjoy are diverse, engag-

ing, sustainable and accessible. 

 

Our biggest change in the last year was driven strongly by our desire to look out for the long term   

sustainability of our programming, and making it more accessible to a broader range of the Fairbanks 

community. I’m talking, of course, about the move to Pioneer Park. We loved the facility we had on 

Beverly Lane, but it was hard for a lot of people to participate in classes and events out there (the road 

could be pretty bad in spring), and there were growing concerns that it was limiting the reach of our 

classes. 

 

We spent months investigating an array of options, and even more months negotiating with the       

Borough and obtaining the necessary approvals, but the increased parking, ground traffic, central    

location, visibility, accessibility to bike and walking trails, as well as public transportation are significant 

gains for our students and partners. So after several months of packing, moving, unpacking,            

organizing, painting, and banging on things we were able to officially open our doors on September 

22nd in our new home. We also got a larger space to use for our Workshop (if you haven’t seen the 

new setup yet, your should!), a nice showroom, and access to an array of other facilities in the Park. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Pioneer Park on September 22nd 



A smaller change, but one that amuses me no end, is we got a new domain name for our website that 

went live in December. So instead of “www.thefolkschoolfairbanks.org”, you can now find us just by 

typing “folk.school” into your web browser to catch up on the latest Folk School news, class listings, 

and so on. Don’t worry if you are still using the old addresses, they all forward to the new domain. 

 

As we look forward to 2019, we have a lot of exciting things we are working on. We are planning on 

expanding the offerings at the TFS store, developing new programming that takes advantage of our 

new location, setting up a print studio, developing programming for First Fridays, and a whole bunch 

of other projects. Just to name one, our Program Director Kerri Hamos is organizing a new program in 

May 2019 called “Wood Fest”, that will feature all kinds of wood-related activities. And there’s more 

coming! 

 

Do you have a cool idea or want to help us bring one to fruition? Drop us a line to teach, study,       

volunteer, organize, or donate; you’ll always find us ready to welcome you. 

 

Best wishes and happy crafting, 

 

Gordon Williams 



Thank You! 
 

Everything about The Folk School is possible only because of the incredible support that we get from 

the greater Fairbanks community and beyond. Whether you served on our board or any of its commit-

tees, stepped up to teach a class, volunteered to help in a million different ways--including to lug stuff 

around during our big move--or made a financial donation large or small, we thank you from the bot-

tom of our collective hearts. 

 

You are the soul of The Folk School, what makes it such a special place. 

 

A few highlights: 

 

• We had nine people serve on the board of directors over the course of the year. This is an    

active, working board, and month after month they tirelessly worked to make TFS possible. 

 

• During 2018 we received 366 contributions totaling almost $50,000, including memberships. 

 

• Seven people were sustaining donors for all or part of the year, contributing from $10 to $50 

each and every month. 

 

• Countless people showed up from spring through summer to pack boxes, clear away debris, 

and help haul all our stuff to Pioneer Park. Then many came back to unpack and set everything 

back up, paint, remodel and fix things, build a shed, and way more! 

 

• Dozens of local government officials and civil servants went above and beyond in helping steer 

us through the process of obtaining our lease and expediting the necessary approvals for our 

move to Pioneer Park. 
 
• 51 different instructors taught 103 classes or sponsored events. 



Classes and Instructors 
 

Classes are the very heart of The Folk School. They are what bring people together to make and 

learn, laugh and grow, craft and share food. They are literally our bread and butter. We certainly 

would not be The Folk School without our incredible array of instructors. 

 

Thanks to everyone who offered to share their skills in 2018: 
 

Deb Ajango 

James Baird 

Bruce Campbell 

Anne Castle 

Maureen Chambrone 

Homyna Curiel 

Darcel Daigh 

Fred DeCicco 

Dwayne Eager 

Ryan Edwards 

Elizabeth Eero Irving 

Suzienne Fiera 

Somer Hahm 

Cathie Harms 

Wesley Hathaway 

Chase Hensel 

David Jonas 

Jenna Jonas 

Zoe Jones 

Toni Kaufman 

Gail Kennedy 

Lisa Kljaich 

Steve Levey 

Jennifer Lent 

John Manthei 

Philip Marshall 

Kendalyn McKisick 

Jennifer Nu 

Nick Nugent 

Becky Oviatt 

John Peirce 

Robert Prince 

Celia Quinn 

Doug Sims 

Brian Sprague 

Marianne Stoltz 

Sara Tabbert 

Harvey Van Patten 

Susan Willsrud 

Tom Zimmer 

John Ziv 

AK Skijoring & Pulk Assoc. 



This year, we brought quite a few new topics to the table: 
 

• Wilderness First Aid was a big success in February, with well-respected instructor Deb Ajango 

from Anchorage. 

 

• We also brought up Maureen Chambrone from Talkeetna to make her beautiful and practical 

Alaskan snowshoes. 

 

• Local artist Somer Hahm taught Nature Journaling for kids. 

 

• Kendalyn McKisick brought a round of vegan cooking classes, which were a first for The Folk 

School. We even had the opportunity to support The Breadline/Stone Soup Café with these 

classes, which was fantastic!. 

 

• Other new classes included making fire tonic, beginning ukulele, fish smoking, rustic twig   

furniture, fur hats, and more than a dozen classes offered during the Fairbanks Fiber Festival! 
 



2018 Classes included:  

Principles of Woodworking 

Woodworking for Kids 

Wilderness First Aid 

Build Your Own Pack Raft 

Making Alaskan Style Snowshoes 

Fish Skin Tanning 

Electrical Escapades 

Repair Cafe 

Build an Aldo Leopold Chair 

Build a Bow Saw 

Spoon Carving 

Handbuilt Clay Vessels 

Working with Antler and Bone 

Build a Greenwood Chair 

Bowl Carving 

Carving a Kuksa 

Wood Carving Studio 

Make a Giant Bobble Head Mask 

Chainsaw Sharpening and Maintenance 

Wet Felted Vessels 

Shibori Pillowcases 

Needle Felting 

Eco Printing 

Fly Casting 

Herbal Preparations 

 

Drawing from Nature 

Nature Journaling 

Vegan Cooking 

Kippered Salmon and Gravlax 

Rustic Twig Furniture 

Beginning Ukulele 

Yupik Fur Hats 

Fire Steels with Antler Handles 

Wool Preparation for Spinning 

Silk for Spinning 

Inkle Loom Weaving 

Intro to Spinning 

Cord Making 

Crochet & Knitting 

Easy Wool Dyeing 

Painting with Fiber 

Weave a Willow Basket 

Making Fire Tonic 

Wood Cut Printing 

Skijoring 

Whittled Santas 

Aluminum Can Ornaments 

Easy Relief Printmaking 

Storytelling 

Magic for Kids 
 



The Big News of 2018: We Moved to Pioneer Park! 
 

The big news of 2018 was the move from the Goldstream Valley to Pioneer Park. Although the 

woodsy location on Beverley Lane was a wonderful place to be, with great outdoor spaces and  

charming buildings, the location had its challenges. The workshop, even with the addition and outside 

storage space, wasn’t big enough for our classes. The classroom space in the main building was laid 

out in odd shapes that was hard to fit all but the smallest classes in. The water system was challeng-

ing, and Internet service was painfully slow. And so on. We’re deeply thankful to have spent a few 

years there, but it was time to find a new home. 

 

Deep in the winter of December 2017, a few board members, volunteers, and staff gathered to tour 

two buildings at Pioneer Park. The benefits of being in Pioneer Park were immediately evident, but  

we could see that the two buildings presented both opportunities and challenges. The cabin had been 

used for storage for a few years, and the museum saw only light traffic even at the height of the    

summer. Thankfully, we saw the potential, and after months of negotiations with the park and         

Borough, we signed a lease and were ready to start the move! 

 Main Cabin Workshop 

That began a busy summer of cleaning out and getting rid of old stuff we no longer needed, and  

packing everything up. It was a huge job, but the community proved to be up for the job. Over the  

next few months, everything ended up at the park, and a little at offsite storage. Then the real job    

began: fixing things in our new buildings, sprucing them up with things like a new window, coats of 

paint, shelving and brackets, and much, much more, as well as adding The Folk School’s touch. A 

huge thank you to all the folks who helped move, build and fix!  

Finally, on September 22, 2018, we held our ribbon cutting and grand opening. Thus begins a new 
phase of the growth and evolution of The Folk School.  



Workshop Interior New Storage Shed 

Main Cabin Front Room 



A Year of Programs 
 

Each year, The Folk School’s programs grow in depth and variety. We are continually improving the 

programs which form the core of our mission. We strive to add new programming each year, as we 

adapt to the changing world around us, and better try and meet the needs of our community. The 

move to Pioneer Park has given us many opportunities to make positive changes, and we will certainly 

open more doors in our programs in the future. 

Week in the Woods 
Our flagship program, Week in the Woods, continued to flourish under the direction of Marianne Stoltz 

and John Manthei. Students were fortunate to have a week of beautiful weather, and a quite tolerable 

bug population. For the first time, participants were able to try bowl turning on a spring pole lathe, 

thanks to Tony Perelli. Students also made birch bark knife handles and steam-bent spatulas, along 

with the usual array of spoons, story knives, birch bark baskets, and bow saws (just to name a few 

projects). Nine visitors from out of state enjoyed the spoils of the boreal forest, along with two folks 

from Eagle River; a few locals rounded out the group. Week in the Woods remains a unique and quite 

special program. If you have never done it, you really should consider it. 

Weekend on the River 

Weekend on the River was incredible this year, with temperatures in the 80’s that sent participants 

swimming the mighty Tanana river each afternoon. Students were in the lap of luxury at Jenna and 

David’s fish camp, where they ate freshly caught salmon for (almost) every meal, and made birch bark 

baskets, alder spoons, and tin can fishing reels. There was communion, stories around the fire, and 

lots of laughter. We had participants from as far away as Texas and Homer this year. 
 



Alaska Cello Intensive 

Alaska Cello Intensive (ACI) continued to dazzle audiences and participants in 2018. We had 26 par-

ticipants, with families from Anchorage, Seattle, Cincinnati, Wisconsin, Kenai, and Fairbanks. We had 

17 performances and created 27 videos (a couple of which got over 100K views!). Cellists toured De-

nali National Park, Nenana Public Schools, Healy Public Schools, and Delta Public Schools. They al-

so performed at the Pioneer Home, Lulu’s Bread and Bagels, Trax Outdoor Center, and regularly for 

Raven Landing Senior Center. 

Woodworking Program 

Multi-session woodworking classes for both kids and adults continued to be some of the core classes 

for The Folk School. Our fall session of Woodworking for Kids filled up, and students made toolboxes 

and stools. Our new workshop at Pioneer Park has been a real boon to the program, giving us much 

more space than our previous location. 



Fairbanks Fiber Festival 

We partnered once again with the Fairbanks Fiber 

Festival to offer classes during the expanded two-

day event. Our new location at Pioneer Park made 

our partnership quite convenient, as participants and 

instructors could easily go between our cabin and 

the main event venue at Centennial Hall. We were 

able to offer 14 classes, and taught skills to approxi-

mately 85 students! We look forward to continuing 

our relationship with the Fiber Festival, as it is a 

great addition to the fall event calendar of Fairbanks. 

It was so fun to have a pen of sheep and shearing 

right in front of Centennial Hall, along with a plethora 

of rabbits inside, plus demos and instruction going 

on all day, both Saturday and Sunday. 
 

Whittle Night 

In November 2018, we started a new program in the 

workshop, Whittle Night. This is an opportunity for 

folks to come together to work on individual projects, 

enjoying a social atmosphere while carving wood. It 

has proven a successful, fun event, and we look for-

ward to continuing this throughout the spring. 
 

Woodworking for Day Habilitation Services 

We also planted seeds to yet another fabulous program last year, offering woodworking classes to 

folks receiving day habilitation services through local programs such as Fairbanks Resource Agency, 

Morningstar Ranch, and FNSB Parks and Recreation. We had one student who completed a session 

of classes along with his day habilitation provider, and with this success in our pocket, we have plans 

to expand the program in 2019. We are currently putting together a series of classes that will serve 

this group of young adults. 



Significant 2018 Events 

One2Tree 
 

In the spring of 2017, The Folk School began a OneTree program, using a birch tree from our previ-

ous location in the Goldstream Valley. The idea of OneTree is to gather a group of artists and crafts-

people who will utilize as much of the tree as possible, and end with a bevy of beautiful things made 

from just one single tree. We started with school kids and other artists making drawings, paintings 

and photographs of the tree, then tapped the tree for its sap. We harvested the bark, and then a  

master tree feller brought the tree down, and every part went to anyone interested in participating in 

the project. Folks took leaves, bark, branches, trunk, roots, and lichens. 

 

One year after we chose our tree, the culmination of the program was a First Friday event hosted by 

TRAX Outdoor Center in March 2018. Many artists came together, and both displayed and sold their 

pieces, with The Folk School benefitting from a portion of each sale. 

 

The creations were breathtaking. There were beautiful wood carvings of all kinds, hanging artwork 

that used various parts of the tree, furnishings of various kinds, drawings of the tree, and even a   

special beer made from the sap. The creativity that the one tree inspired was just awesome! 



March 2018 to, as John Manthei wrote in his invitation, “reconnect, reminisce and laugh. There will be 

a continuous loop slideshow covering all 10 years which will certainly stimulate some wild storytelling. 

Together we will make pizzas in the outdoor oven, bake sweet treats in Dutch ovens and as custom 

dictates, carve spoons, weave birch bark, or split root while sitting around eating. This time, however, 

we will be eating indoors and, sorry to say, mosquitoes will not be provided.” 

 

It was an amazing March afternoon, and just a bit exhausting! But a great way to celebrate this signa-

ture program of The Folk School. 

Second Annual Fiber Festival 

 

In 2018, for the second time, The Folk School helped to 

host the Fairbanks Fiber Festival, a celebration of the 

fiber arts. The main event in mid October was at the   

Pioneer Park Civic Center, but many of the classes were 

at our cabin, and we handled registrations for them all. 

 

The cabin was a flurry of activity that Saturday and    

Sunday, and we even snuck in a couple of extra classes 

on Friday. There were classes in knitting and spinning, 

felting of all kinds, crocheting and cord making, and a 

whole lot more. 

 

The event was a great creative outlet for the best of  

Fairbanks’ fiber artists, both novice and experienced 

pros. Hopefully this will be an event that will thrive well 

into the future. 
 

WITW Anniversary 

 

In 2017, the Week in the Woods program--the 

original, founding program of TFS--reached its 

tenth year. A milestone like that couldn’t be 

ignored, and The Folk School is not one to shy 

from an excuse for a celebration! Or, at the 

very least, an excuse to fire up the pizza oven. 

 

Alumni, instructors, WITW groupies, and, well, 

anyone who wanted to come gathered in late  



Financials and Stats  



Note: Gross revenues excludes results from the Alaska Cello Intensive program.  

Financial Summary 

Despite the lull in classes around summer and the move from the Goldstream Valley to Pioneer Park, 

The Folk School continued to grow, both from classes and donations. We had some higher than nor-

mal expenses related to the move in 2018, and our revenues dipped this year for the same reason, 

but hopefully going forward our facility expenses will be lower. And we’re certainly more conveniently 

located for the greater Fairbanks community! 

2018 Fun Facts 

• There were 1,079 students in 103 classes and events. 

• That’s 4,610 hours! 

• Taught by 51 different instructors 

• The year ended with 217 members 

• With all family members, that’s 498 people! 



2018 Board of Directors 

 

Gordon Williams - President 

Michael Whalen - Vice President 

Randall Rozier - Secretary 

Doug Bishop - Treasurer 

Bruce Campbell 

Rachel Plumlee  

Leonard Kamerling  
 

Staff 
 

Don Kiely - Operations Director 

2/1/2017 - Present 

Kerri Hamos - Programs Director 

2/1/2017 - Present 

Maia Jones - Media and Communications 

2013 - Present 



Join Us! 
 

Please consider MAKING A DONATION today to support The Folk School.  

You can donate on our website (https://folk.school), or mail your donation to The Folk School 

(P.O. Box 83572, Fairbanks, AK 99708).  

You also can become a member of the Folk School for one year at the following rates: 

$20 student and military 

$35 individual 

$50 family 

 
Other opportunities to get involved with TFS include: 

 

Become an organizational SPONSOR or PARTNER. Contact us to find out more! 

 

Volunteer at The Folk School… 

join a committee, 

help with an event, 

become a board member, 

assist with a class, 

help maintain the facility, 

help with administration and organization… 

 

Your contributions support the ongoing operations of The Folk School, the development of  

new programming, and helps us keep the cost of classes as low as possible! 
 

The Folk School 

2300 Airport Way, Cabin 66, Fairbanks, AK 99701 

P.O. Box 83572, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

907-457-1219 

info@folk.school 

https://folk.school 


