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Mission 

Our mission is to perpetuate the joy of hands-on learning. 
 



Letter from the Board President 
 

Dear Folk School Community, 

 

The year 2019 was a pretty exciting year for us, and the support of our community throughout has 

made it a banner year.  

 

I think one of the most exciting developments in the past year has got to be the intern, Olivia Rengo, 

we had last summer. She had secured funding to work at a non-profit for the summer, and she chose 

us. She was helpful in so many ways, with programming development, assisting with our Weekend on 

the River and Week in the Woods programs, and generally making The Folk School a more active and 

interesting place throughout the summer. We also hired Sylvia Church to help with our first foray into 

having The Folk School store open for the community throughout the summer (Olivia helped, too!). We 

appreciated having the help so much, we are planning on hiring a summer staffer again this year who 

will be helping us with programming, as well as helping us with our marketing efforts. 

 

Our community has been fantastic. When we have a need, it is just so amazing to see the way people 

jump in to help. For example, when our venerable table saw finally gave up the ghost in December, 

The Folk School community really stepped up to help us buy a better, safer table saw to replace it in 

time for our January classes. A special thank you as well to some of our local businesses who helped 

us this year with this and other projects, such as Fairbanks Co-op Market's owners, Sunrise Bagel & 

Espresso, Kinross Fort Knox, Spenard Builders Supply, Usibelli, Doyon Utilities, and Bettisworth.  

 

Without your ongoing support and participation, there wouldn’t be a Folk School. As president of the 

board, I want to let all of our supporters know how much we appreciate them, and that the board and 

our staff are working hard to be worthy of the trust you put in us. 



I’m also super excited about some of the changes that are coming that the last year made possible. 

Sara Tabbert organized a print show and fundraiser at TFS, and as a result we are now able to afford 

to set up our printmaking studio in the main cabin. Keep an eye out for new art classes that will be 

making use of that space! Our log cabin classes have been generating a lot of excitement as well, es-

pecially now that the cabins we build are going to be used as public use cabins. Looks like we’ll be 

having more classes like the one we’re offering this spring in the coming years thanks to the hard work 

of our staff, our partners at the northern region of Alaska State Parks, and some generous donations 

we’ve received recently to support turning this collaboration into an ongoing effort. 

 

It’s an exciting time at The Folk School, and I’m proud to be part of this community. I can’t wait to see 

what comes next! 

 

Gordon Williams 

Board President 



Thank You! 
 

Everything about The Folk School is possible only because of the incredible support that we get from 

the greater Fairbanks community and beyond. Whether you served on our board or any of its commit-

tees, stepped up to teach a class, volunteered to help in a million different ways -- including to lug stuff 

around during our big move -- or made a financial donation large or small, we thank you from the bot-

tom of our collective hearts. 

 

You are the soul of The Folk School, what makes it such a special place. 

 

A few highlights: 

 

• We had nine people serve on the board of directors for all or part of the year. This is an active, 

working board, and month after month they tirelessly worked to make The Folk School possible. 

 

• During the year, we received 376 contributions totaling more than $63,000, including member-

ships and grants. 

 

• Eight people were sustaining donors for all or part of the year, contributing from $10 to $50 

each and every month. This is a great help with providing a stable source of income. 

 

• 63 different instructors taught 141 classes or sponsored events. Thank you for sharing your 

knowledge and expertise! 

 

• We had a wonderfully successful fundraiser in the Fall, the Printmakers Portfolio. Huge thanks 

to Sara Tabbert for organizing it, the artists who contributed prints, our volunteers who made it 

happen, Fairbanks Arts Association for raffle support, and everyone who bought prints or raffle 

tickets. 

 

Thank you all for being a part of The Folk School Community! 



Classes and Instructors 
 

Classes are the heart and soul of any folk school, and we could not offer such a wide variety of topics 

without an incredible cast of instructors.  

 

Thanks to these folks who offered to share their skills with the community in 2019:  

Marianne Stolz 

John Manthei 

Susan Willsrud 

Christie Shell 

Maureen Chambrone 

Chase Hensel 

Nita Fowler 

Homyna Curiel 

Ashley Bonds 

Elizabeth Eero Irving 

Bruce Campbell 

Darcel Daigh 

Gail Davidson 

Arvid Weflen 

Deb Ajango 

Wesley Hathaway 

Sara Hensel  

Mary Shields 

Kathy Lenniger 

Brian Sprague 

Rob Prince 

Fred DeCicco 

John Peirce 

Phil Marshall 

Jim Baird 

Rebecca Lawhorne 

Rebecca Levey 

Steve Levey 

Lisa Kljaich 

Mary Bingham 

Randy Brown 

McKain Lakey 

Keith Lott  

Wren Helmericks 

Linda Weis 

Rachel Pernick 

Todd Rengo 

Dwayne Eager 

John Ziv 

Kaari Parrish 

Susan Miller 

Chris Dubois 

Mina Doerner 

Martin Miller 

Craig Dorman 

Matthew Plumlee  

Karen Malone 

Ryan Edwards 

Jim Richardson 

Molly Yazwinski 

Tom Zimmer 

David Withoff 

Beret Nelson, 

Jenna Jonas 

David Jonas 

Deanna Lazarus 

David Behr 

Andrea Gelvin  



In 2019, we added several new classes to the docket, including beaded earrings, dog mushing, skin-

on-frame boat building, replacing cane chair seats, white coopering, mammoth ivory jewelry, house 

wiring, birch bark poetry, kombucha, tarot, Dutch oven cooking, nutcrackers, and small engines for 

kids.  

 

Seeing the birch bark canoe come together was definitely one of the highlights of 2019, and new 

class Chainsaws for Women sold out faster than any Folk School class previously! Other very popu-

lar classes included ukuleles, birch bark canisters, mushroom foraging, spoon carving, and wet felted 

slippers. 

 

We are so fortunate to have such a broad knowledge base right here in Fairbanks. 



Check out the diverse class offerings in 2019:  

Principles of Woodworking 

Woodworking for Kids 

Wilderness First Aid 

Skin-on-Frame Boat Building, 

Woven Cane Seats 

Build Your Own Pack Raft 

Making Alaskan Style Snowshoes 

Repair Café 

Spoon Carving 

White Coopering 

Working with Antler and Bone 

Bowl Carving 

Make a Giant Bobble Head Mask 

Chainsaw Sharpening and Maintenance 

Chainsaws for Women 

Small Engines for Homeschoolers 

Mushroom Foraging 

Wet Felting 

Needle Felting 

Fly Casting 

Kippered Salmon and Gravlax 

Beginning Ukulele 

Inkle Loom Weaving 

Intro to Spinning 

Cord Making 

Making Fire Tonic 

Wood Cut Printing 

Skijoring 

Whittled Santas 

Relief Printmaking 

Storytelling 

Mammoth Ivory Jewelry 

Pop Up Valentines 

Repairing Wooden Snowshoes 

Constructing Book Presses 

Introduction to Dog Sledding 

The Joys of Dog Mushing 

Custom Tool Holder 

Birch Bark Canisters 

Knife Sharpening 

Understanding Trees and Wood 

Wood Cut Bird Prints  



News of 2019 
 

With the 2018 move to Pioneer Park well behind us, 2019 was a year of stability and growth. We were 

again able to give our full attention to classes, events, operations, fundraising, and everything that 

goes into an organization like The Folk School. 

 

Here are a few of the highlights from the year: 

 

The Folk School Store 

Being in town and in a location with lots of visitor traffic, it was logical to open a greatly expanded 

store in the cabin at Pioneer Park. We stocked it with wonderful artwork, crafts, shirts, ceramics, and 

lots of other things from very creative people. We sold a lot of items on consignment, other things we 

made ourselves.  

 

It was version 1.0 of the store, and we learned a ton about what works and what doesn’t work so well. 

But it was a great way to meet people visiting the park, and we were able to introduce a lot of people 

to our programs. So overall it was a huge win, and we have big plans for 2020! 

 

Thanks to everyone who gave us things to sell and who stopped by to buy them. Please think of us 

when you need the perfect gift! 

New Membership Policy 

As a way to better pursue our mission, in September the board of directors changed our class fee 

structure and membership program. We moved to a single price for all classes (with limited excep-

tions), instead of having different prices for members and non-members. We also implemented a 

scholarship program so that no one needs to miss a class because of financial reasons.  

 

Memberships have always been about affirming your commitment and support of The Folk School. To 

better reflect this commitment, we modified our membership program so everyone who donates more 

than $50 in 12 months is included as a member of The Folk School. Members receive our Annual Re-

port, our newsletter, access to members-only events, 10% off Folk School store purchases, and Folk 

School Library privileges. 

 

Thank you to all our members and everyone who donates to The Folk School! 



Workshop Table Saw 

In early December, our 45-year-old ever-trusty table saw died, after years of service to our woodwork-

ing students and instructors. We were able to finish up December classes with a loaner, but that one 

had to go home once the semester ended. So we had to scramble to get another one in place by the 

time classes started up again on January 13. 

 

With lots of input from woodworkers around Fairbanks, and lots of support from the community, we 

turned this into an opportunity to make our shop safer with a SawStop table saw. We’ve had a great 

safety record, and a SawStop will help us maintain that. But it was expensive, and we needed to raise 

$3,000 quickly. 

 

And with your help, we did! We didn’t quite make the scheduled start of Principles of Woodworking 

classes, but with only a two-day delay we were back in business. 

 

Thank you! 



Program Developments 
 

2019 was a year of settling in. We settled in to our spaces in Pioneer Park, acclimated to a different 

rhythm of seasons, and welcomed a lot more visitors. We settled into working with the borough, being 

in town, having a summer employee and an intern, filling many of our classes, and exploring new pro-

gram opportunities. Both the cabin and the workshop were busier than ever, filled with songs and voic-

es, music, fiber, food, birch bark, tree cookies, jump ropes, printmaking, and wood shavings.  

 

We settled in, but we also dug in (to new opportunities), and brought in new programs (such as Whittle 

Night), expanded established ones (such as Principles of Woodworking), and reached out to new 

communities. We are developing a series of classes for folks who experience cognitive disabilities, 

working with local homeschoolers, and expanding our music offerings. After a successful Printmakers 

Portfolio fundraiser and receiving a grant from the Golden Heart Community Foundation, we are work-

ing toward opening our printmaking studio in 2020—stay tuned! 

Partnerships grew and developed over the year, and we are glad to have worked with Zero Waste 

Fairbanks, Calypso Farm and Ecology Center, Alaska Songbird Institute, Fairbanks Fiber Festival, 

Morning Star Ranch, Fairbanks Paddlers, Metropolitan Garage, Fairbanks Arts Association, North Star 

Ballet, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (Chena River State Recreation Area), Boreal Sun 

Charter School, and the Alaska Skijoring and Pulk Association.  



The inaugural Wood Fest in May was certainly one of the highlights of the year, with 4 days of demos, 

classes, talks and activities. It felt great to be out in the May sunshine, watching the spring pole lathes 

in action, talking and socializing while the wood chips flew. Re-igniting the Wooden Boat Festival in 

conjunction with the Fairbanks Paddlers was wonderful as well, with a lovely float down the Chena, 

and much time spent checking out boats, eating, and getting tips from paddlers and boat builders.  

Week in the Woods and Weekend on the River again surpassed expectations of participants, and 

continue to be wonderful opportunities to experience all The Folk School has to offer, on an immersive 

scale. Everyone who attends these programs has nothing but wonderful things to say. If you have 

never been to either, they are something special, for both locals and visitors.  

 

Summer also brought another fantastic session of the Alaska Cello Intensive, under the leadership of 

Rebecca Levey, and cellists once again dazzled Interior Alaska residents with their skills and energy.  

  

In 2019, we spent considerable time planning and implementing our partnership with Alaska State 

Parks to build a public use cabin for the new Mastodon Trail. We are looking forward to building the 

cabin, then seeing it disassembled, hauled by snowmachine to the new site, and rebuilding it!  



Financials and Stats  



Financial Summary 
The Folk School ended 2019 in good financial condition. The move to Pioneer Park in 2018 is proving 

to have been a wise decision, since our classes and events are now far more accessible to more peo-

ple. As a result, we’ve had more classes and more of them have been full, or nearly so. We are still 

working out how to make our store contribute more strongly to our finances, but we’ve been learning a 

lot along the way. We’re extremely gratified by the incredible support from the community through do-

nations and grants, particularly as the year came to a close. We have a lot of work to do to continue to 

ensure our long-term sustainability, but with your support we are looking forward to a great year in 

2020!  

2019 Fun Facts 

• There were 1,050 students in 141 classes and events. 
 

• That’s 5,178 hours! 
 

• Taught by 63 different instructors 
 

• The year ended with 250 members 
 

• With all family members, that’s 445 people! 



2019 Board of Directors 
 

Gordon Williams - President 

Michael Whalen - Vice President 

Randall Rozier - Secretary 

Doug Bishop - Treasurer 

Rachel Plumlee (resigned in October) 

Allison Wylde (joined November) 

Jessica Austin (joined December) 

Staff 

Don Kiely - Operations Director 

2/1/2017 - Present 

Kerri Hamos - Programs Director 

2/1/2017 - Present 

Maia Jones - Media & Communications 

2013 - Present 

Sylvia Church - Summer Staff 

Summer 2019 

Olivia Rengo - Summer Intern 

Summer 2019 



Join Us! 
 

Please consider MAKING A DONATION today to support The Folk School.  

You can donate on our website (https://folk.school), or mail your donation to The Folk School 

(P.O. Box 83572, Fairbanks, AK 99708).  

 
Other opportunities to get involved with TFS include: 

 

Become an organizational SPONSOR or PARTNER. Contact us to find out more! 

 

Volunteer at The Folk School… 

join a committee, 

help with an event, 

become a board member, 

assist with a class, 

help maintain the facility, 

help with administration and organization… 

 

Your contributions support the ongoing operations of The Folk School, the development of  

new programming, and helps us keep the cost of classes as low as possible! 

The Folk School 

2300 Airport Way, Cabin 66, Fairbanks, AK 

P.O. Box 83572, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

907-457-1219 

info@folk.school 

https://folk.school 




